
 

Water everywhere, but you can’t 
 drink a drop of it
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 Rainman desalinator can be fully self-contained, or run from ship’s power

We are having a ball discussing The Next Boat. Himself thinks we should have a 
desalinator. We love being independent of the shore so it makes sense. Flavour of the 
month is Rainman; it’s beautifully made, can be totally portable, partly or fully installed, 
and makes up to 140 litres of water an hour. Can be run on electricity if you have a 
genset, or fully self-contained if you haven’t. But it’s pretty heavy and quite large. Doubt 

 we could heft one around. Or find the space to stow one in a smallish boat.
I was interested to see the Powersurvivor we installed for our round Australia trip in 1991 
is still available. Tiny and light, it only puts out 6 litres an hour, but runs on 12v so can 
run anytime you have plenty of power – sunshine, wind or engine. In remote areas we 
used it whenever we were under power, or running the eutectic refrigeration system. It 
kept the tanks topped up, in between the times we were able to just drive the boat 

 under a waterfall in the Kimberley.

 
 Tiny Powersurvivor fits almost anywhere, can also be used by hand in a survival situation

Running desalinators every day is desirable because if you don’t run it, you have to 



 
‘pickle’ it – which means you can’t use it again until it’s been flushed. So lower capacity 

 is not necessarily a disadvantage unless you have a large crew.
But hey, do we need to spend thousands (like $4-6K) on water? The argument is it 
saves on marina fees because otherwise you have to go in for water regularly. Well, I 

 don’t like going into marinas, so that’s a moot point.
Whatever happened to the old way?  Between the nineties and not long ago we cruised 
on simple, small boats. We tossed a few water jugs into the dinghy whenever we went 
ashore in town (or where there was a freshwater creek or waterfall). So the tanks were 

 always getting topped up.
People object to carrying and lifting heavy containers, but then they choose to use those 
20 litre plastic jerry cans. Bloody heavy things. I always used 4 litre water bottles, which I 
could easily carry and hoist from dinghy to deck. They were very light and cheap (and 

 you can buy them with the water already in them!)

 
 The ubiquitous 4 litre water container. Cheap and amazingly tough

They don’t last forever, but surprisingly long. I rarely stored water in them, preferring to 
transfer it to the tanks. So they didn’t need to be strong – at most I could lose 4 litres if 
one leaked. Being empty, I could stow them anywhere, and those little containers fit 

 where the big ones don’t.
So I doubt we will be getting a desalinator. For us the money would be better saved for 
the cruising kitty. The extra carrying capacity we will have by not carrying the weight of a 

 desal can be used for – well, maybe some drinking water!
 


